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MR. ECCLESTON: Today is December 15, 

2001. The time is 25 minutes past the hour 

of 12. My name is Christopher Eccleston of 

the New York City Fire Department, World 

Trade Center Task Force. I'm conducting an 

interview with the following individual. 

Please state your name, rank and shield 
number. 
EMT McLEON: EMT Kevin McLeon, 5758. 

Q. Were you assigned to the World Trade 
Center disaster on September 11th? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Can you tell me in your own words about 
the events of that day? 

A. That morning I was late for work. I 
got stuck in traffic and was late for work. The 
alarm had gone on as soon as I got here. We 
pulled up the block, and we were a block from the 
station when we realized there was something 
going on. There was a large crowd gathering in 
the street. 

We parked our ambulance and we got out 
of the ambulance, and we looked up and we 


realized the World Trade Center was on fire. 
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That's when the calls started coming in. 

My partner managed to get us on the 
call, with all the radio traffic, and we 
responded down to the World Trade Center. In 
doing so started to hear all the mass confusion 
about what was going on. Lieutenant Davila was 
the first lieutenant down on the scene, screaming 
for EMS units, crying that this was a hard hat 
operation. We knew something was really going 
on. 

As we got closer to the World Trade 
Center, we realized this is really something of a 
large magnitude we have never seen before. We 
pull up 84, and we were actually on the opposite 
side of where the staging was, which probably 
saved our lives. 

Davila was on one side of the station, 
one side of the building, and we were on the 
other side. We got out and started to pull our 
equipment out. 

Q. Can you just indicate on the map 
provided approximately where you parked your 
vehicle? 


A. Church and maybe Cortlandt, Dey, 
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somewhere. 
Q. Okay. So Church, somewhere in between 


Cortlandt and Dey? 


A. Somewhere in between there. 

Q. Okay. And you were in vehicle -- 

A. 69. 

Q. -- 69. Thank you. 

A We pulled our equipment out and started 


to stage in front of the building. We started to 
distribute equipment for triage. We had one or 
two patients who had a piece of the building that 
fell on his shoulder. We started to bring him to 
ambulance when all of a sudden we heard a large 
explosion. That explosion turned out to be 
subsequently the second plane hitting. 

We threw him and two other patients in 
the back of the ambulance and started to do 
triage in the back of the ambulance. It was a 
safe haven. We ended up driving three more 
patients. The last patient was a burn patient. 
Since she really couldn't wait around, we decided 
to take the five that we had, hit our 82 and go 
to the hospital. 


Q. What hospital did you transport these 
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patients to? 

A. We went to Cornell. 

Q. Cornell? 

A. The burn patient we had had second and 
third degree burns. It has a really good trauma 
center. So for the first time we went to 
Cornell. When we got to Cornell, that's when we 
heard the towers had collapsed. 

We quickly finished what we had at 
Cornell, made our way back down to -- we started 
making our way down and managed to get down to 
South and -- it was South of Canal, near the 
seaport. We were down there. You could see the 
towers had collapsed and saw the smoke and all 
the people running out towards us. We were just 
bogged down in so much traffic we couldn't get 
through. 

We couldn't get our way through because 
of all the traffic and all the people. We had 
been hearing there were three staging areas being 
set up. We managed to stage at Chelsea Piers. 

But from that point on we managed to 
get ourselves up to Chelsea Piers. We didn't do 


anything for the rest of the day. We sat there 
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and we waited like bumps on logs. That was our 
claim to fame. That's all we really did. 

Q. When you initially arrived on the 
scene, were there other people at your location 
when you arrived on Church between Dey and -- 

A. There were other BLS units and a couple 
of medic units from Cabrini on the same side as 
we were. They had already started to set up a 
triage and gather patients. 

Q. Do you know any of these other people? 
Would you know them by name? 

A. I remember seeing one of them, a guy 
named Andy, who was a medic. I remember him. We 
also started to gather our patients. Then when 
we heard the large explosion, we took all we had, 
put them in our ambulances, and waited for it to 
die down a couple more seconds, got out, gathered 
more patients. Then I split, and after that I 
don't know what anybody did. 

Q. Do you know approximately what time it 
was that you went 82? 

A. It was probably somewhere in the area 
of 9 -- somewhere around 9:30, 9:40, because 


actually we were up -- at 10 to 10 we were 
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already up at Cornell with the five people, the 
five patients. We were up at Cornell probably 
about quarter to 10, 10 to 10. We were up at 
Cornell already, because we stayed there long 
enough to hear the buildings had collapsed. 

I guess it was gut-wrenching to know we 
couldn't get closer down to the scene as we 
wanted and wound up getting sent down to Chelsea 
Piers and then we sat there doing absolutely 
nothing for the rest of the day, when you're 
knowing that people from our own station were 
down at the site doing more than you. 

That was really it. That was -- I took 
care of five people. That's it. 

Q. Is there anything else you'd like to 
add to this interview? Anything at all? 

A. We'll never see something like this 
again for the rest of our lives. My partner and 
I really were more mad at the fact that we 
couldn't get down there. We both knew we did the 
right thing for our patients, especially the burn 
victim, because if the burn victim didn't come 
along, we were going to go to the nearest trauma 


center, dump them off and then get back to the 
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game. She came along at the last second, and we 
both made the decision that she's got to go to 
the burn center. That's what kept us out of 
there. 
That's about it. 
Q. Okay. 
MR. ECCLESTON: This interview is being 
concluded at 33 minutes past 12. The 
counter on the recorder reads 139. 


Thank you very much. 


